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Honorable Michael R. McNulty IAPR 1 2 ]993
House of Representatives

414 Cannon Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Dear Congressman McNulty:

B This is in reply to yvour letter of Februarv 3. 1993, in which vou inguired on
behalf of your constituent, Barton F. Poran, regarding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission’s Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear’s technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
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wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be gfittengE?-nrQVide ugsers technical _flexibilitv. and whether the
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We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land

mobile radio svectrum and R/C hobhviats. We will therefore, take into
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fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. 2As indicated
in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant regulatory change
in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality of communications
in the private land mobile radio services will continue to deteriorate to the
point of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are

due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your -

constituent to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Y b

Ralph A. ller
Chief, Private Radio Bureau

Sincgrel}y, -
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WASHINGTON OFFICE:

414 CANNON BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515
(202) 225-5076

DISTRICT OFFICES:

Room 827
LEO W. O'BRIEN
FEDERAL BUILDING
ALBANY, NY 12207
{518) 465-0700

U.S. PosT OfFicE
SCHENECTADY, NY 12305
(518) 374-4547

33 2ND STREET
Trov, NY 12180
(518) 271-0822

9 MARKET STREET
AMSTERDAM, NY 12010

Director-Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 808
Washington, D.C. 20554

{518) 843-3400

Dear Director:

Enclosed, you will find a copy of correspondence I have
received from a constituent.

I am requesting your assistance in formulating a response
consistent with current laws, rules, and agency policy.

I appreciate your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,

Michael R. McNulty
Member of Congress
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Barton F. Poran

53 County Line Rd.
Schenectady, NY-USA
12306-2501 '

(518) 355-4897

The H ble Michael McNult .
The Honorable Micheel Mellulty FEB 3 - 1993

Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman McNulty,

I’'m writing to you today to express my opposition to FCC PR Docket 92-235.

This proposed rule, developed by the FCC Land Mobile Service creates a
massive radio fregquency restructuring - the first of it"s type in 80 years. 1t
needs serious scrutiny.

My concern stems from my experience as a pilot, and as an individual who

has for some years now enjoyed building and flying radio controlled miniature
aircraft.

The proposed new frequency allocations will render most of the existing
radio frequencies used for model aircraft operations unusable. The frequency
tolerance permitted by the proposed rules could place the radio transmisgsions

of the "new"” moblle equipment directly, and legally, on frequencies currently
. used to control model aircraft.

As one active in this sport for many years, with an investment in
equipment running into the thousands of dollars, I°m understandably

concerned. My expensive equipment would be rendered useless under thes
proposed rules. ‘

From a safety aspect the radio interference caused to radio controlled
aircraft would likely cause dangerous situations to develop. My models weigh
between six and ten pounds and some are capable of speeds in excess of 100 MPH.
The radio equipment manufacturere and responsible modelers take great pains to
insure the safe and reliable operation of these miniature aircraft. PR Docket
92-235 would effectively nullify these efforts.

arton F. Poran



